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Discussion Questions 

1. What is your big idea? 
Is there something that you are interested in or something that you believe that other people might not 
currently agree with or know about?  
 
 
 

 
2. What STAR moments could you use? 

If you had to give a talk on your big idea to the audience here today, what are some memorable moments 
you could include to help your big idea spread? See the reverse of this handout for reminders of some STAR 
moments.  
 
 
 

 
3. Where can you present your big idea?  

Are there lunch and learns at work where you could share your idea with coworkers? Could you prepare a 
lightning talk at a meetup? Maybe you could prepare a talk for a future talent.io event? Brainstorm some 
possible venues where you could share and refine your big idea.  
 
 
 

 
4. OPTIONAL- Commit to it! 

Set a goal by tweeting "@sgryzko, I will give a #GreatTechTalk on (insert topic here) by the end of (insert 
month here)" or use the handy link below!  

 
http://tinyurl.com/TechTalkTweet 

  

http://tinyurl.com/TechTalkTweet
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Resources 

More resources 
ShaneG.ca 

http://tinyurl.com/GreatTechTalks 

 

How to “do” a presentation 
Ross Fisher (http://bit.do/betterppt) 

1. Who is your audience? 

2. What change do you want to see in your 
audience?  

3. Write an elevator pitch. 

4. Construct a story that details this journey.  

5. Consider mini stories within the story.  

6. Craft a memorable end to the story. 

7. Build a STAR moment into your story. 

8. WRITE out your story, step by step.  

9. Add illustrations sparingly. 

10. Remove half of the illustrations. 

11. Now, fire up your presentation software. 

12. Get rid of half of the illustrations. 

13. Practice out loud with a timer. 

14. Unless you are 10% UNDER time, start again 
and remove HALF of your content.  

15. Practice five more times. Refine as you go. 

16. Practice again, but no notes or slides.  

17. Now re-do the whole thing from step 1.  

18. Construct your handout. 

19. Share these ideas! 

STAR moments 
Resonate, Nancy Duarte 

1. Stories;    2. Visuals

 

3. Statistics 

 

4. Dramatization 

 

5. Sound bites 

 

http://tinyurl.com/GreatTechTalks
http://bit.do/betterppt

